CHAPTER   XVIII
THE ACCESSION OF  FAISAL
To the High Commissioner, on his return from Cairo, fell the
delicate task of ensuring that the choice of the "Iraqis, when
expressed, should fall upon the candidate approved at Cairo,
The "undertaking was to prove no sinecure. During his
absence, the various candidates and their partisans had
increased the intensity of their campaigns, their intrigues and
their agitations. The Hashimi party had not been idle, the
most recently returned group of 'Iraqi officers adding new
recruits. The Shl'is appeared to be increasingly in favour of a
Hashimi, although neither they nor the 'Iraqi officers had yet
been able to come to a decision as to whether 'Abdullah or
Faisal was to be their nominee. Faisal had the greater reputa-
tion as a protagonist of Arab Nationalism, but many held that
he was too pro-British. His frequent visits abroad also tended
to show that he had become a foreigner. 'Abdullah was
regarded as more of a true Arab.1
The hostility of the pro-Turkish party had been somewhat
decreased by the decisions of the London Conference in
February and March.2 Evidence was not lacking, however,
that many of those who had been advocating a Turkish prince
were now supporting the Naqlb, in order to prevent the election
of a Hashimi. 'AH as-Sulaiman of the Dulaim had long been
working for the Naqlb,3 for whom, it was also reported, Ibn
Sa'ud was exercising his influence in order to oppose the
Sharifians. The Shaikh of Mohammerah was still in the field
1 Al-Istiqldl, in a leading article, December i7th, 1920, maintained that
'Abdullah's election at Damascus had been final and binding.
2 H.P.C.P., Vol. vi, pp. 32-3, 65-8, 89-90.
3  See letter by 'All as-Sulaiman 'Al-Ircui> April i9th, 1931.
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